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1. Put the verbs in brackets into the correct form. (9 points) 

My life (1) _______________________ (improve) a lot since last year. You see, 

before that I (2) _______________________ (work) in the same job for five years and 

I was beginning to feel rather bored. I (3) _______________________ (get) ready to 

apply for another job when one day my boss (4) _______________________ (call) me 

into her office. "Our company is planning to expand overseas," she said. "We (5) 

_______________________ (think) of starting with Spain, and possibly we (6) 

_______________________ (need) some of our best employees to support our new 

branch there. Do you think you would be interested in a transfer?" Naturally I (7) 

_______________________ (accept) the offer.   

I (8) _______________________ (live) in Madrid for a year already. You can't 

imagine how exciting my life (9) _______________________ (become). 

2. Fill in a/an/the/—. (11 points) 

Experts have long suggested (1) _______ link between Delhi’s toxic air and 

allergies and (2) _______ other serious medical conditions. But evidence from a recent 

car-free experiment collected by Professor Raj Kumar, (3) _______ specialist from (4) 

_______ University of Delhi, suggests that action to cut pollution might be effective. 

For (5) _______ few hours last week, all private cars were banned from driving into (6) 

_______ heart of (7) _______ old Delhi. This so called ‘car free day’ experiment was 

considered (8) _______ success: scientists monitoring the air found (9) _______ 

dramatic 60% drop in (10) _______ amount of dangerous pollutants compared to (11) 

_______ previous day.   

3. Fill in the right prepositions if necessary. (7 points) 

Most people know that a balanced diet and regular exercise are very important.  

However, most people do not know how to exercise properly. Instead (1) 



_____________ concentrating (2) _____________ how to get the best results 

efficiently and effectively, people usually rush (3) _____________ their workouts, or 

they make the same common workout mistakes.  

Exercising (4) _____________ the right way is important for people who are worried 

(5) _____________ their health and their appearance. However, if someone is not 

working out properly, it is rare that he or she will see the results he or she wants. 

Therefore, training experts have devised tips to teach people how to exercise correctly 

(6) _____________ order to achieve the greatest health benefits. If you want to achieve 

the best workout results, here are a few helpful tips to bear (7) _____________ mind. 

4. Complete the text with the missing words (1-10). Use ONE word only in each 

gap. (10 points) 

Everyone finds exams stressful, and this is especially true of oral exams. Imagine 

that you are (1) __________________ an exam and you have just (2) 

__________________ asked a question to (3) ___________________ you know the 

answer perfectly well. In the classroom, you would answer it without (4) 

___________________ problem, but (5) ___________________ this precise moment, 

you are unable to think or speak You can't focus on the question at all and the only 

thoughts which go through your mind are unhelpful ones like: 'It wouldn't (6) 

___________________ fair if I failed this exam because I’ve worked (7) 

___________________ hard and spent so much time studying. Why (8) 

___________________ this have to happen to me?' As you look up, it seems that the 

examiner is staring at you in a very unfriendly way, but he or she is probably just trying 

to be as encouraging as (9) ___________________. You feel you have to say something 

so you start to speak - (10) ___________________ when you open your mouth, the 

only thing that comes out is: 'I'm sorry, I don't know'. 

5. Use the words in capitals to form a word that fits in the space (8 points). 

The Cave of the Crystals 

The (1) _______________ (MEXICO) state of Chihuahua is home to one of the natural 

wonders of the world - the Cave of Crystals. Discovered (2) ___________________ 

(ACCIDENT) in 2000 by miners drilling a tunnel, the cave lies about 350 m below the 

surface of the Naica Mountains. It contains over 170 of the largest natural crystals ever 

found – one of them measures about 11 m and weighs more than 5500 kg. The (3) 

___________________ (CREATE) of these large crystals probably began 26 million 

years ago. It was the result of volcanic (4) _______________ (ACTIVE). Tiny crystals 

were formed and, over the centuries, the extreme heat in the caves has encouraged the 

(5) _________________ (GROW) of these giant structures. The crystals look cool and 

ice-like, but don’t be fooled! Due to the (6) _________________ (PRESENT) of hot 

springs nearby, the temperature is 44°C. It is so that the visitors have to wear (7) 

________________ (PROTECT) suits and carry backpacks of ice-cooled air with them. 

And this is only to (8) ______________ (SURE) they can survive for just a few minutes 

in the cave. 

 



6. Complete the passage by choosing which word best fits each gap. (8 points) 

In this day and age, advertising is big business. It (1) sets/ puts/ lays/ does a lot 

of effort into effectively (2) introducing/ explaining/ informing/ mentioning the public 

about a product or service. Advertisements are introduced through a (3) variety/ choice/ 

collection/ selection of means. Companies can choose (4) from/ between/ through/ 

throughout the print media, television, radio or even huge lit-up billboards that have 

been put up around our cities and which (5) mean/ approve/ suggest/ consult that we 

buy this type of ice-cream or that type of trainer. Advertising companies use a number 

of techniques to attract our attention, including stunning photography, eye-catching 

graphics, jingles or clever (6) descriptions/ comments/ reports/ announcements. (7) 

To be more specific/ Yet/ Not only/ What is more, companies may employ famous 

people like film stars to (8) recommend/ suggest/ advise/ propose their products. 

7. For items 1-4, complete the second sentence so that it has a similar meaning to 

the first sentence, using the word given. Do not change the word given. Use from 

three to five words. Do NOT use contracted forms. (5 points). 
1. I’m certain she wrote the article herself. must 

She ______________________________ the article herself. 

2. They’ve only got half the boys they need to make up a team. twice  

They need ____________________________ they’ve got to make up a team. 

3. It is not your fault that you came late. blame 

Do not __________________________________________ late. 

4. I am afraid talking to him makes no sense, he never listens to me. point 

I am afraid _________________________________ talking to him, he never 

listens to me. 

5. It’s nearly lunchtime, so would you like to eat something? feel 

It’s nearly lunchtime, so do ___________________________ something to eat? 

8. Read the personal stories of five bloggers. For questions 1-7, choose from the 

people (A-E). The people may be chosen more than once. (7 points). 

Which person ... 

1. ____ ...started writing the blog as a way of improving career prospects? 

2. ____ ...says they use the personal blog in professional activities? 

3. ____ ...warns prospective bloggers about a loss of privacy? 

4. ____ ...mentions having certain difficulties as a teenager? 

5. ____ ...made a decision to improve the quality of the blog? 

6. ____ ...is not concerned about making errors in the blog? 

7.____ ...felt no need to learn anything new before starting to write blogs? 

A. Ann Handley Like many of my school friends I used to spend hours every day 

writing a diary. But while they kept them hidden under their beds, I needed an audience, 

interaction and feedback. One day, my teacher encouraged me to join a pen friend 

organisation and I used to write pages of fascinating detail about my teacher, my 

friends, my dog ... I even invented a few personalities, the details of which were far 

more interesting than my own life. So when one of my colleagues explained to me what 



blogging was all about - the frequent postings, the feedback, the trackbacks - I felt 

confident that I already knew all about it. I am now a marketing specialist and my blog 

is a business tool. But at the same time I am reliving the joy of communicating and the 

thrill of the conversation. 

B. Dave Armano A year ago I was a professional minding my own business. When I 

started reading blogs, I would say to myself: There's so much information out there - 

so many smart people.' I decided to start my own blog, but I had no idea what I was 

doing. I was basically a nobody and I was trying to get people to listen to me. What was 

I thinking? But then I created a visual for my blog and before I knew it, I had all these 

other blogs linking to me - doing weird stuff like trackbacks. I had no idea what a 

trackback was, but I went from forty hits a day to close to a hundred overnight. It was 

amazing! That's when I stopped to think: if I wanted traffic, I needed to get some good 

content there, and that's what really worked for me. 

C. Carol Krishner   It's great to have my personal blog because I feel free and if I 

make mistakes I learn from the experience. I'm a lecturer, and it's refreshing to be able 

to step outside my academic interests and into a different world. But it's interesting that 

when you choose topics to write about you give others hints about yourself, and people 

do get to know you. So it's not the thing to do if you want to remain anonymous. One 

of the first lessons I learnt is that the blogosphere is a genuine community. After asking 

a question in a blog comment about what qualities are needed in a good blog, I soon 

got spot-on advice from a blogger I didn't even know. Then I had an invitation to a local 

face-to-face blogger meet-up, which was an amazing experience. 

D. Debbie Weil   I started my first blog exactly three years ago for a very practical 

reason. It was clear to me that blogs were going to become a useful tool in my future 

job as a journalist. I needed to know how to use this new tool, and I figured blogging 

myself was the quickest way to get up to speed. I learnt quickly and since then I've 

helped others launch their own personal blogs. The simplicity of blogging software 

enables me to write short entries without any problems or delays. Writing a 750-word 

article is a daunting task, but a quick blog entry takes less than a minute. And yet the 

effect is so significant - I get calls from companies saying they've read my blog and 

would I be available to give a presentation, for a large fee. 

E. Tristan Hussey   Writing has been a struggle for me for most of my academic life. 

In my first high school year I had serious spelling problems all the time. At college, 

thanks to a spell checker and some practice, I did fine. In 2004, I was in an 

administrative job and feeling that I was only using a small portion of my skills. I had 

heard about this blogging thing and decided I should give it a go. I wrote one blog but 

deleted it after a couple of days. Then I realised that if I wanted a better job, I'd need to 

get good at this. So I started reading blogs, writing blogs - it was a daily ritual of reading 

and writing. And guess what, my writing was getting better, and, incredibly, I got 

noticed by employers. Today I work for a blog software company. 

 

 


